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TO:
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DATE:

July 14, 2010

Fannie and Freddie’s shutdown of PACE has been covered extensively in national media in recent weeks. This is a clear infringement upon states’ rights. We now need to quickly mobilize our coalition to educate members of Congress about the importance of this issue to their constituents. We encourage you to use the following advocacy tactics to support pro-PACE legislation.

Advocacy Tactics

Four actions are needed to strengthen our coalition, add pressure to key members of Congress and reap media coverage. All of the documents referenced here can be found by following the links below or by visiting www.PACENow.org.

1. Sign a letter to your member of Congress. The first step is to let Congress know that you, your legislative body and your constituents are 100% pro-PACE. Send a letter to your member of Congress and other key Senators and Representatives (click here for a draft letter and click here for a Directory of Key Congressional members). 
· If you don’t know who your Representative and Senators are, go to http://www.contactingthecongress.org/.
2. Pass a resolution in support of PACE. The next step is to schedule your jurisdiction to pass a resolution in support of PACE. This gives official weight to your support and could potentially fuel media attention. Click here for a sample resolution and sample staff report language.
3. Outreach to the media. Once you have passed a resolution, we encourage you to engage the media. Ongoing local media coverage is essential to this effort. To assist you we have prepared a toolkit (click here for the toolkit) outlining specific actions to garner media attention, which includes:
· Message points

· Sample Press Release
· Sample Letter to the Editor
4. Send copies of your final letters, resolutions and press releases to congress@pacenow.org. After each step in this plan we ask that you send electronic copies of your letters, resolutions and press releases to congress@pacenow.org. 
