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Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and their regulator, the FHFA, have issued guidance that has shut down existing and future PACE programs.  PACE is a key tool in achieving market transformation that will reduce energy expenditures, create jobs, and cut GHG emissions.  Last week, Congressman Mike Thompson introduced the “PACE Assessment Protection Act of 2010” and we need to act quickly to support this bill before the August 9 Legislative Recess. 

Your help is needed to educate members of Congress about the importance of this issue to their constituents.  We encourage you to use the following advocacy tactics to show your support for pro-PACE legislation.

Advocacy Tactics

To strengthen our coalition we must add pressure to key members of Congress and generate media coverage.  All of the documents referenced here can be found at www.PACENow.org.

1. Send a letter to your member of Congress.  The most important step is to let Congress know that you strongly support PACE.  Send a letter to your member of Congress and other key Senators and Representatives (click here for a draft letter and click here for a Directory of Key Congressional members). 
· For a directory of U.S. Senators and Representatives, go to http://www.contactingthecongress.org/.
2. Write a Letter to the Editor. Once you have written a letter, we encourage you to engage the media.  Ongoing local media coverage is essential to this effort.  To assist in outreach efforts, we have prepared a toolkit (click here for the toolkit) which includes:
· Talking Points

· Sample Letter to the Editor
3. Send us copies of your final letters, and op-eds.  After each step in this plan we ask that you send electronic copies of your letters and press releases to kelley@renewfund.com and congress@pacenow.org.
